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Michigan High School Coaches’ Associ-

ation Hall of Fame Class Announced By 

Mark F. Holdren, Executive Secretary. 

The doors to the Michigan High School 

Coaches’ Association “Hall of Fame” 

inducted 5 remarkable coaches in 2023.  

The MHSCA Hall of Fame was held 

September 17, 2023 for the inductions 

and inductees on the campus of CMU. 

Hall of Fame presentation at https://

www.facebook.com/toby.buckheim/

posts/1354630315486841/ and infor-

mation can be found. www.MHSCA.com 

The live stream link ceromancies is the 

first opportunity for this long time event.  

THE MHSCA 2023 Hall of Fame induc-
tees: Daniel Barry has coached ice 
hockey for twenty-five years. University 
Liggett High School as the varsity head 

coach from 1997
-2002. Then in 
2002, he was 
hired as the 
varsity head 
coach at De La 
Salle Warren, 
where he 
coached for the 
next fourteen 

years. Dan’s teams earned four Metro 
League Conference Championships 
(one as varsity assistant coach), six 
MHSAA Regional Championships, two 
Catholic League Championships (2008, 
2010), four Final Four appearances, and 
two Michigan Interscholastic Hockey 
League Championships. Dan’s teams 
accumulated over 300 wins, and while 
head varsity coach at De La Salle, his 
career win-loss record was 227-114-10. 
 
David Jack Brinks : Grandville and 

Hudsonville 

Swimming 

 

 

 

a diving coach for thirty-eight years and 
is still counting! He began his coaching 
career as the head varsity boys diving 
coach at Grandville High School in 1985 
and continues as head coach there. 
These teams have produced twenty 
Conference Champions, ten Regional 
Champions, and fifteen All-State divers. 
During the same time span he also 
acted as the head varsity boys diving 
coach at Ottawa Hills High School for 

two years (1988-1990). These 
teams produced ten Conference 
Champions, five Regional Champi-
ons and nine All-State divers. 
From 2017 to the present Dave 
has also been the head varsity 
girls diving coach at Hudsonville 
High School. These teams have 
produced eight Conference Cham-
pions, five Regional Champions 
and ten All-State divers. 
 

Bob Bruder Fenton Basketball  

 

 

 

  
 
 
has accumulated forty-four sea-
sons of coaching over thirty-five 
years. While serving as the Fenton 
High School head varsity boys 
basketball coach, Bob’s teams 
earned sixteen league titles, nine 
district titles, one regional title and 
one quarter final appearance. His 
overall win loss record was 370-
170, a school record. Over the 
course of his career Coach Bruder 
was honored by his community 
and his peers 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Sarah Eubanks Dundee: enters 
the MHSCA Hall of Fame having 
coached swimming and diving for 
sixty seasons over the last thirty-
six years and still counting! 
Her girls swim and dive teams 
have won fifteen Southern Michi-
gan Independent Swim League 
Conference (SMISL) titles (three at 
Rochester Adams, eight at Tecum-
seh HS, four at Dundee HS), were 

Monroe County Champions 
(Dundee) in 2019 and had five Top 
10 Team finishes. Her girls swim 
and dive career win-loss record is 
100-27. Her boys swim and dive 
teams have won four SMISL Con-
ference titles (three at Dundee, one 
at Birmingham Adams), were Mon-
roe County Champions (Dundee) in 
2012 and 2022 and had five Top 10 
Team Finishes. Her boys swim and 
dive career win-loss record is 53-15. 
Sarah has coached seventy-nine 
MHSAA All State Individuals (boys 
and girls), three MHSAA Individual 
Runners Up and four MHSAA 
Individual State Champions. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Michael Falter Yale Baseball & 

Athletic Director  

Coach Falter is well respected by 
his peers and has been recognized 
on many occasions for his accom-
plishments. He was named Blue-
water Coach of the Year six times – 
three times for varsity baseball, and 
three times for varsity golf. He was 
named League Coach of the Year 
for varsity baseball four times, and 
five times for varsity golf. In 1977 
and 1985 Mike was named the 
MHSBCA Coach of the Year in 
2011 Mike was inducted into the 
Yale High School Hall of Fame as a 
coach and contributor. According to 
Coach Falter “It is not how you start, 
but how you finish.  
 

mailto:mholdren.11@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/toby.buckheim/posts/1354630315486841/
https://www.facebook.com/toby.buckheim/posts/1354630315486841/
https://www.facebook.com/toby.buckheim/posts/1354630315486841/
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Gregg Golden 
Regina coached 
track and cross 
country for fifty-
seven seasons. He 
continues in those 
positions today. 
Under his leader-
ship the Regina 
High School track 
teams have won 

one Conference Title and six Regional 
Championships. The Regina High School 
cross country teams have won seven 
Conference Titles, one District Title, eight 
Regional Championships, and were the 
Macomb County Cross Country Over all 
Champions in 2011. His teams have been 
awarded the Catholic High School League 
Mark Carpenter Good Sportsmanship 
Award in 23 of the past 24 seasons!  

 
Phil Hora Stockbridge Basketball  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Phil enjoyed an enormously successful 
multi-sport coaching career that spanned 
thirty seasons all at Stock- bridge High 
School. Under his leadership the Stock-
bridge High School varsity boys basketball 
teams were extremely successful earning 
ten Ingham County Conference Titles, nine 
Ingham Count District Champion-ships, five 
MHSAA Regional Championships, won 
three Quarter Finals, and were MHSAA 
State Runners Up in 1971. His overall win 
loss record was 354-117; a 75.2% winning 
percentage!  
  

 
 
Brad Jones’ 
Fenton Swim-
ming  
 
A swim and 
coach spans 
sixty-five 
seasons and 
thirty-four 
years to date 

As head coach at Fenton High School, 
Brad’s varsity girls swim team has won 
nineteen Metro League Conference Titles 
(2004-2022), and three fourth place finishes 
at the MHSAA State Meet. His girls swim 
team career win-loss record is 206-127 and 
their multi-team event win-loss record for 
the Girls Metro League Championships is 
94-1. The boys varsity swim team at Fenton 
High School has won twelve Metro League 
Conference Titles (2012-2023). His boys 
team career win-loss record is 196-148 and 
their multi-team event win-loss record for 
the Boys Metro League Championships is 
88-7. Brad has coached fifty-five MHSAA All 
State Individuals, eleven MHSAA Individual 
State Champions, and nine MHSAA Individ-
ual Runners Up. 
 
Jim Morisette Anchor Bay Wrestling:  thirty

-nine years 
of coaching 
experience 
in the sport 
of wrestling 
to date. His 
teams won 
4 League 
Champion-
ships, one 

Regional Championship, and had an overall 
win-loss record of 47-1. In 1991 His teams 
at Anchor Bay High School have won twen-
ty-three MAC Red Conference Titles, eight-
een MHSAA District Championships, four 
MHSAA Regional Championships and in 
2015 made it to the Semi-Finals at the 
Team State Finals. His overall win-loss 
record at Anchor Bay is 811-261.  
 
 

Dennis 
Paquette, 
Bangor 
and The 
University 
of Olivet 
Wrestling : 
 
Dennis 
Paquette 
has 
coached four different sports at three 
different levels over seventy-four 
seasons so far.  With an overall win/
loss record of 557/242/5, his teams 
earned eleven Conference Champion-
ships, twenty District Championships, 
three Regional Championships and 
had one Final Four finish.  

 
Michael J. 
Roach 
Msgt. USAF 
Ret. Battle 
Creek 
Pennfield   
 
Bowling  
coached for 
twenty-two 

seasons. Mike began his coaching 
career at Pennfield High School as 
the head coach of the girls and the 
boys bowling coach from 2003-2021. 
He also served as an assistant JV 
baseball coach at Pennfield High 
School from 2005- 2006. From 2021-
2023 he has been the head boys 
varsity and JV bowling coach at 
Marshall High School. While Mike was 
head coach at Pennfield High School 
the girls varsity bowling team earned 
two Southwest 8 Conference titles, 
three Interstate 8 Conference Titles, 
five MHSAA Regional Champion-
ships, were one time MHSAA State 
Runners Up (2011), and were one 
time MHSAA State Champions 
(2013).   
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The Michigan High School Coaches Association asks for your assistance so that we can share information about the lives of coaches 

who are no longer with us as a tribute in memoriam.  

Please help us by forwarding as much of the following information as you are able to Jim Okler at MHSCA1954 @ gmail.com.  

1. The school/s at which they coached. 

2. The sports coached. The years they coached.  

The MHSCA will share, when possible, the information with our membership on a regular basis. We hope this memorial tribute wi ll be a 

meaningful way to help us remember, grieve and celebrate the lives of those coaches lost from our ranks. Note: As this is a new initiative, 

frequency and manor of the memorial tribute may be subject to revision. 

A memorial Tribute  

Gary Sharpe: Waterford Mott  Basketball, 
Football has been coaching basketball in 
the state of Michi-
gan for fifty-six 
consecutive years 
and is still actively 
coaching. The 
basketball teams 
under his guidance 
were extremely 
successful. His 
teams earned one 
Conference Title, 
five MHSAA Dis-
trict Championships, two MHSAA Regional 
Championships, and had an overall win-
loss record of 426-525. Coach Sharpe also 
served as the varsity assistant football 
coach at Dearborn Sacred Heart from 1967
-1969. Later he was the sub varsity football 
coach for Dearborn Sacred heart from 1972
-1973 and the varsity assistant football 
coach at Detroit Cooley from1985-1986 

Bob Veach: 
Bloomfield Hills Lahser Baseball has accrued 
sixty seasons of coaching experience over the 
last thirty-nine years.  
Bob’s Lahser High 
School baseball team 
won their MHSAA 
District Championship 
in 1977. His overall 
win-loss record for his 
baseball teams was 
263-271. 
His greatest legacy as 
a coach is perhaps 
his influence on his student athletes and men-
toring of young coaches. He was “a coach who 
truly was a role model to all of his athletes.  
 
 
 

 

 

ABOUT THE HALL 

The MHSCA Hall of Fame is truly a 

HALL of Fame. It features a gigantic 

wall mural which features athletes and 

coaches in competition. Also, instead of 

the wall plaques, the new Hall of Fame 

also features a computer kiosk on 

which will be pictures of about 

800 inductees of the of the Hall. The 

members can be looked up by name, 

their year of induction and their commu-

nity or school.  

 
The MHSCA Hall of Fame is located in 
a hallway of the Student Activities 
Center (CAC) located on the campus of 
Central Michigan University. People 
who wish to see the hall may access it 
through the “old” Rose Arena Complex 
or the SAC entrance. 
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Michigan High School Sport Associa-

tion  

Coaches Clinic/Events 

MIAAA: March 15-18, 2024 at Grand Traverse  

Summer Workshop June 27-29 2023 at Mt. 

Pleasant  

Baseball: January 12 & 13, 2024 at Soaring 

Eagle, Mt. Pleasant 

BCAM-Basketball:  September 30—October 1 

2023 at Oakland University.   

Bowling : October 2023 @ TBA  

 

MITCA: Cross Country: 2023 November 9-11th 

Mt. Pleasant, Comfort 

Competitive Cheer: October 2023  

Football: January 18-20  2024 at Lansing Center 

and Radisson Capitol  

Golf: February 2023, Clinic, East Lansing, Au-

gust 2023, Clinic, COTY, HOF Banquet, Golf, 

Treetops Resort  

Gymnastics : October 2023 TBA 

Ice Hockey October, 2023 & once a month clinic 

on Sunday nights. See MIHCA Website 

Men’s Lacrosse: January 18-20  2024 Baltimore 

Convention Center Baltimore, MD 

Skiing: October, 2023 @ TBA 

Softball: January 12 & 13, 2024 at Mt. Pleasant, 

Comfort Inn 

Sports SAGES: March 2024 Boyne Mountain  

Swimming: September 2023 Site:  

Tennis: January 26, 27, 2024 Site Hope College   

Track & Field: January 25, 26, & 27 2024 at 

Lansing, Crowne Plaza Lansing West   

 

Volleyball: February 2024 at TBA 

Wrestling:  

Nov. 2023  See MWA website  

NHSACA Convention: Lincoln Nebraska   

July  24-27 
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Fall Newsletter from the 

Check out the latest National High Ath-

letic School Coaches Association  

Click on the link below 

https://national-high-school-athletic-

coaches-association.ghost.io/educate-

and-elevate-nhsaca-newsletter/  

NHSACA Launches Professional Opportunity 
with Coaches across the Country with Wayne 
State College: 
 

This course is designed to provide students with 

an understanding of the key principles and prac-

tices of effective athletic leadership students will 

explore various aspects of leadership, including 

motivation, confidence, accountability, passion, 

courage, integrity, emotional intelligence, hum-

bleness, vision, discipline, communication, pur-

pose, and love. Through lectures, discussions, 

case studies and experiential learning activities 

students will develop their leadership skills and 

ability to inspire and motivate others in the con-

text of an athletic setting  

The 2024 National High School Athletic Coaches Associa-

tion National Coaches Convention will be hosted by the 

North Dakota High School Coaches Association from June 22, 

2024 to June 27, 2024 in Bismarck, North Dakota at the Bis-

marck Hotel and Convention Center.  There will be clinic 

sessions for nineteen specific sports, college credit courses, as 

well as plenty of time to network with coaches from across the 

country. In addition, there will be a NHSACA National Coaches 

Hall of Fame Ceremony and a NHSACA National Coach of the 

Year Ceremony to recognize the best of the best. 

https://national-high-school-athletic-coaches-association.ghost.io/educate-and-elevate-nhsaca-newsletter/
https://national-high-school-athletic-coaches-association.ghost.io/educate-and-elevate-nhsaca-newsletter/
https://national-high-school-athletic-coaches-association.ghost.io/educate-and-elevate-nhsaca-newsletter/
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Contact the Mental Health Foun-
dation of West Michigan 

160 68th St. SW Suite 120 
Grand Rapids, MI 49548 
ifo@benice.org | 616.389.8601 

Below are signs and symptoms of a mental illness 

like depression or anxiety. A change in someone’s 

behavior, physical appearance, or psyche lasting 

two weeks or longer could be a developing mental 

health concern. 

behavioral 

• Quitting favorite sport/hobby 

• Avoiding social interaction 

• Sudden/unlikely drug or alcohol use 

• Cry frequently for no reason 

• Neglect responsibilities, loss of motivation 

Can’t sleep or sleep constantly 

physical 

• Lack of hygiene, personal appearance 

• Fatigue, lack of energy 

• Overeating or loss of appetite 

• Weight loss or gain 

• Headaches 
Unexplained aches or pains 

psychological 

• Acting out, aggressive, quick to anger 

• Heightened sadness, guilt, indecisiveness 

• Lack of emotional responsiveness 

• Frequent self-criticism 

• Hopelessness, loneliness 
Thoughts of death or suicide 

http://maps.google.com/?q=160%2068th%20St.%20SW%20Suite%20120Grand%20Rapids,%20MI%2049548
http://maps.google.com/?q=160%2068th%20St.%20SW%20Suite%20120Grand%20Rapids,%20MI%2049548
mailto:info@benice.org
tel:+616.389.8601
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Dear Coach, here are some spring discounted opportunities for business or pleasure, you can use as a mem-

ber of MHSCA for your joint membership with the National High School Athletic Coaches Associa-
tion. Enjoy discounts, just enroll to receive free perks like: National High School Athletic Coaches 

Association Savings and Solutions Program 
Phone 1-800-MEMBERS (800-636-2377) M - F 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. ET 

Email: enroll@1800members.com 

Savings on Auto Insurance  

for All Members 

NHSACA members could save on auto insurance! 

Savings reported as high as $810!* Visit Member 

Options Online For Your Free Quote: member-

options.com/nhsaca  

There are countless options for auto insurance. 

That’s why NHSACA has chosen us to help their 

members!  

Member Options is here to help you find affordable 

insurance for your auto, home, pet and more. No 

more doing all the research yourself. You can get 

multiple quotes a matter of minutes.  

We also help make switching your carrier mid-policy 

simple and fast. Member Options removes the 

guesswork of finding competitive prices for your 

coverage needs.  

One quick phone call with a licensed insurance 

agent is all that stands between you and your new 

insurance policy. 

 

Call Member Options at 833.378.8224 to get start-
ed today! [Link to tel:8333788224] Or go online 
at member-options.com/nhsaca Shop Now [Link 
to odpbusiness.com/nhsaca] 

mailto:enroll@1800members.com?subject=NHSACA%20Savings%20and%20Solutions%20Program&body=
http://member-options.com/nhsaca
http://member-options.com/nhsaca
tel:8333788224
http://member-options.com/nhsaca
http://odpbusiness.com/nhsaca
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September 2023 – The Michigan High School 

Athletic Coaches Association, the professional organization of 

school coaches and athletic directors, (MHSCA) announces 

the 2023 Michigan High School Athletic Coaches Association 

Coach of the Year Honorees. The award will be presented on 

November 12, 2023, at the Ramada Lansing Hotel & Confer-

ence Center, 7501 West Saginaw Highway, Lansing, MI at the 

MHSCA Winter Awards Luncheon in which over 28 coaches 

and athletic directors will participate. 

Congratulations to all 28 coaches that have been 

selected as the MHSCA State Coach of the Year. The selec-

tion and nomination for these awards comes from your coach’s 

constituent sport association and through the Michigan High 

School Coaches Association. 

The MHSCA selection of State Coach of the Year 

reflects positively on their school, and community. Coach of the 

Year selections have been based on the performance of their 

program over the years and/or their contribution to the sport, 

school, and community. These were some of the criteria to 

determine the selection. It is indeed an honor to have been 

selected as Michigan High School Athletic Coaches Associa-

tion State Coach of the Year from the entire State of nominees. 

The MHSCA is a – 68-year-old association with 

nearly 25,000 members serving as athletic administrators, and 

all levels as coaches in numerous high schools and junior high/

middle schools throughout the Great State of Michigan.  

 

 

The Michigan High School Coaches Association works 

to promote the educational value of interscholastic athletics and 

Mhsca Web Site:  

https://www.mhsca.org/ 
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Executive  Secretary: 

Mark F. Holdren 

 

President: 

Darrin Millar  

1st Vice President 

Dave Kowalski  

2nd Vice President 

Ron Landfair 

3rd Vice President 

Doug Haggart 

Past President 

Debbie Williams-Hoak 

 

Executive Committees 

 

Rich Tompkins Multi-Sport 

Athlete Award 

  Larry Merx 

Service Award 

  Steve Porter 

 Constitution  

Kim Spalsbury  

Finance  

Steve Porter, Darrin Millar & 

Sue Miller 

Understanding & Appreciating 

Interdependence & Mental 

Health 

Ron Landfair & 

 Debbie Williams- Hoak 

 

Member Associations 

MIAAA: Athletic Directors 

MHSBCA:  Baseball 

BCAM:  Basketball 

MHSIBCA:  Bowling 

CCCAM:  Competitive Cheer 

MHSFCA:  Football 

MIGCA:  Golf 

MHSGCJA: Gymnastics 

MHSHCA-Ice Hockey  

MHSLCA: Men’s Lacrosse 

MHSSCA:  Skiing 

MHSSCA:  Softball 

MISCA:  Swimming & Diving 

MHSTeCA:  Tennis 

MITCA: Track & Field &      

             Cross Country 

MIVCA:  Volleyball 

MWA:  Wrestling  
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Michigan High School Coaches Association Distinguished Service Award is one of our high-

est awards for service and contributions to sports in the state of Michigan.  

  

The MHSCA Distinguished Service Award: 

 MHSCA recognizes individuals and organizations that have provided extraordinary service to educational 

athletics, the including the advancement student athletes, coaches, or those who serve interscholastic athletics through 

its Distinguished Service Awards. 

 The Distinguished Service Award (DSA) is given to a person (or persons), either volunteer or staff, who have 

exhibited valuable professional service (within the MHSCA or among its association membership) including academical-

ly, supportive, service, assistance at any level of interscholastic athletics. These criteria are good measures of accepta-

ble candidates and help to assure that recipients have a wide range of "service" that they provide to the profession of 

interscholastic athletics. Nominations should be submitted on an individual basis, not by a group or on behalf of constit-

uent groups (conferences, affiliates, assemblies, committees, etc.). 

  The MHSCA Distinguished Service Award does not need to be awarded each year.  This award should be 

bestowed only when the MHSCA Board of Directors committee decides that nominations warrant presentation of the 

award.  This award may be given posthumously. 

Why nominate a deserving candidate for the MHSCA Distinguished Service Awards: 

· To recognize a person who has positively impacted interscholastic athletics in a significant way.  

· To recognize institutions for their affiliation with individuals who demonstrate the highest level of professionalism and 

commitment to interscholastic athletics. 

· To confirm and honor a superior servant by his/her peers and colleagues. 

· To celebrate individuals who epitomize the profession's highest standards for interscholastic sports.  

· To focus attention on the exemplary, and by doing so to elevate the profession overall and establish a high standard of 

excellence in promoting, supporting or contributing to interscholastic athletics.  

Required information for completed application: 

Name of MHSCA Distinguished Service Award Nominee: 

School or Sport Affiliation:   

Email:  

Mobile Phone 

Nominated by:  

Email:  

Mobile Phone:  

I believe this nominee is worthy of receiving this award for the following reasons: (attach separate) 

Completed application can be submitted to MHSCA1954@gmail.com  
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 MHSCA Sponsors 

Executive Director 

James M. Okler, CMAA 

MHSCA1954@gmail.com 

The MHSCA Board of Directors Meetings & Events 

• Board of Directors Fall Board Meeting September 15, 2024  

• Hall of Fame Banquet September 15, 2024 @ CMU Board of 

Directors Winter Board Meeting & COTY Banquet November 12, 

2023 @ Lansing Area 

• MHSCA Hall of Fame Committee Meeting, February 5, 2024 @ 

conducted in person & virtual– East Lansing HS 

• MHSCA Finance Committee meeting, March 3, 2024 @ conducted 

virtual 

• Board of Directors Spring Board Meeting March 03, 2024 

conducted virtual 

MHSCA BOARD OF DIRECTORS & EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEES CALENDAR  

Sponsorship Opportunities  

Active Link on the MHSCA Website: (July 

1-June 30) $1,000.00 

· Your company’s web page linked to the 

MHSCA website’s homepage 

· Name of company, logo and short descrip-

tion of products/services  

Full page ads in MHSCA Hall of Fame or 

Coach of the Year Awards booklets: 

· Newsletter Booklet (10 times a year) 

$250.00 

· Newsletter Booklet and Coach of the Year 

Awards Program or Hall of Fame In-

duction Ceremony Program Booklet 

$400.00 

· Newsletter Booklet, Coach of the Year 

Awards Program and Hall of Fame 

Induction Ceremony Program Booklet 

$500.00 

MHSCA Board of Directors meetings or 

Hall of Fame or Coach of the Year 

table display or registrants’ packet 

stuffer: $100.00/page 

· Your company’s product/service infor-

mation document (8.5”x11”), provided 

by the sponsor included in each regis-

trant’s packet 

Sponsor a Hall of Fall or Coach of the 

Year inductee:  

1 Sport $100.00 

2 Sports$ 500.00 

3 Sports $ 1000.00 

4 Sports$  2500.00  

 (Buy 3, get 1 Free) 

All 15 Sports   $ 10,000.00 ($ 4,000.00 

savings) 

· Presentation of the Hall of Fame or Coach 

of the Year Award at the banquet 

· Two (8) Complimentary tickets to the 

Awards Banquet 

· Sponsor banner (2’x4’) hung on wall in Banquet 

Room during Awards Banquet 

· Recognition/Advertising in Coach of the Year 

Awards Program 

· Complimentary exhibit booth during the awards 

day banquets  

· Active link on MHSCA website 

Sponsor a MHSCA Service Awards Station: 

 $300.00 

· Company signage promoting your company as 

the sponsor of this award at HOF & COTY 

banquets. 

· Presentation of the Service Award at  the 

Coach of the Year Awards banquet 

· Placement of your company’s Logo on award 

certificates and plagues. 

· Recognition ad in the MHSCA Hall of Fame & 

Coach of the Year Program Booklet 

· Placement of your company’s marketing mate-

rials on table in serving area 

· Complimentary exhibit booth during the awards 

day banquets  

· Active link on MHSCA website. 

Sponsor a Hospitality Station (assessable to 

all registrants and guests): $300.00 

· Company signage promoting your company as  

the sponsor of this event 

· Recognition ad in MHSCA Hall of Fame & 

Coach of the Year Program Booklet 

· Placement of your company’s marketing mate-

rials on table in serving area 

MHSCA Contact Information:  

Mark Holdren, Executive Secretary    
845 Marshall St.    
Portland, MI 48875 
 

Phone:  517.526.4575 


